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Abstract:  

Research among hunter-gatherers has often been exploitative, based on neo-colonial and/or 

contemporary socio-economic power imbalances. Consequently, research codes and contracts have 

been created with the important goal of empowering communities, and such instruments – and 

efforts to control access to community lands – seem to be on the rise globally. However, these 

instruments do not necessarily always empower and might even further subjugate research 

participants. In this Roundtable session, we introduce our collective experiences to address the 

increasing importance of codes and contracts among hunter gatherers. The aim is to contribute to 

debates on such formalizing instruments. Questions to be addressed include: 

 

-    Do codes and contracts work as empowering instruments? If so, how and why? 

-    What are their limitations, practical and ideological? 

-    What is the role of those who create and use the codes and contracts and what does this say about 

power relations? 

-    How specific do codes and contracts need to be regarding, e.g. specific types of research, the 

differentiation between media and research? 

-    Are there any negative consequences to codes and contracts? If so, what are they? 

-    How should codes and contracts be applied and by whom? 

-    How can communities be represented through such instruments without falling into the trap of 

homogenizing communities and reducing individual agency? 

 

We invite people to provide a brief elaboration in writing of their experiences with such instruments. 

From this we will invite participants to elaborate on their experiences with such instruments for the 

benefit of workshop participants. 
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